
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                
 

 

 



No. Country Region

1 Info Spain is a country in Southwestern Europe with some pockets of Spanish territory across the Strait of Gibraltar and 

the Atlantic Ocean. Its continental European territory is situated on the Iberian Peninsula. Its territory also includes 

two archipelagoes: the Canary Islands off the coast of Africa, and the Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean Sea. The 

African enclaves of Ceuta, Melilla, and Peñón de Vélez de la Gomera, make Spain the only European country to have 

a physical border with an African country (Morocco). Several small islands in the Alboran Sea are also part of 

Spanish territory. The country's mainland is bordered to the south and east by the Mediterranean Sea except for a 

small land boundary with Gibraltar; to the north and northeast by France, Andorra, and the Bay of Biscay; and to 

the west and northwest by Portugal and the Atlantic Ocean.

Spain's capital and largest city is Madrid; other major urban areas include Barcelona, Valencia, Seville, Zaragoza, 

Málaga, and Bilbao.

Government: Unitary parliamentary constitutional monarchy

Capital: Madrid

Total area: With an area of 505,990 km2 (195,360 sq mi), Spain is the largest country in Southern Europe, the 

second-largest country in Western Europe, and the European Union, and is the fourth-largest country by area on 

the European continent. With a population exceeding 46 million, Spain is the sixth-most populous country in 

Europe, and the fifth-most populous country in the European Union.

Population: In 2019 the population of Spain officially reached 47 million people, as recorded by the Padrón 

municipal (Spain's Municipal Register).[191] Spain's population density, at 91/km² (235/sq mi), is lower than that of 

most Western European countries and its distribution across the country is very unequal.

Official Language: Spanish. Please be aware not all the population speak English.

Ethnic groups: 89.67% Spaniards , 10.33% others

Catalonia is an autonomous community on the northeastern corner of Spain, self-designated as a nationality by 

its Statute of Autonomy. Catalonia consists of four provinces: Barcelona, Girona, Lleida, and Tarragona. The 

largest city is Barcelona, the second-most populated municipality in Spain and the core of the sixth most 

populous urban area in the European Union. It comprises most of the territory of the former Principality of 

Catalonia (with the remainder Roussillon now part of France's Pyrénées-Orientales, Occitanie). It is bordered 

by France (Occitanie) and Andorra to the north, the Mediterranean Sea to the east, and the Spanish autonomous 

communities of Aragon to the west and Valencia to the south. The official languages are Catalan, Spanish, and 

the Aranese dialect of Occitan. A highly industrialized land, the nominal GDP of Catalonia in 2014 was €200 billion 

(usually the highest in Spain) and the per capita GDP was €27,000 ($30,000), behind Madrid (€31,000), the 

Basque Country (€30,000), and Navarre (€28,000). In that year, the GDP growth was 1.4%. 

2 General information Railgrup was founded in 2002 as the product of an initiative to strengthen the competitiveness of the railway sector 

and industry, led by what was then called the General Directorate for Industry, with the participation of the 

Department of Regional Policy and Public Works of the Regional Government of Catalonia. As a NON-PROFIT 

Association, Railgrup has become a benchmark cluster not only in the railway ecosystem but in the transport sector 

in general. Through innovation, technological excellence, cross-sectoral knowledge and the development of joint 

projects, we help our members establishing key points and improving their business competitiveness. Railgrup has 

different workgroups and currently gathers more than 105 members including public operators, consultancy and 

engineering firms, start-ups, sensor-mobility systems, OEMs, cybersecurity and rail infrastructure suppliers.

The cluster segments its members in different workgroups created to explore challenges ahead and possible 
3 Information about local 

cluster for the 

"ClusterXchange" in the 

Country (partner of EXXTRA 

Project)

Passeig Sant Gervasi 27, 08022 - Barcelona, Catalunya, Spain

4 Address Dr. Ignasi Gómez-Belinchón

Email: gerencia@railgrup.net

Phone: +34 619 386 310

5 Contact person in local 

cluster for the 

"ClusterXchange" in the 

Country

Spain-Map.jpg Catalonia-Map.jpg

6 Map (attached) Spain’s currency is the euro.  For custom currency limit please read here: http://www.italia.it/en/useful-info/rights-

for-tourists/customs.html

You can change money at a cambio (exchange office), post office or some banks. Take your passport or photo ID 
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City

Barcelona is a city on the coast of northeastern Spain. It is the capital and largest city of the autonomous 

community of Catalonia, as well as the second most populous municipality of Spain. With a population of 1.6 

million within city limits,[7] its urban area extends to numerous neighbouring municipalities within the 

Province of Barcelona and is home to around 4.8 million people,[3] making it the sixth most populous urban 

area in the European Union after Paris, the Ruhr area, Madrid, and Milan.[3] It is one of the largest 

metropolises on the Mediterranean Sea, located on the coast between the mouths of the rivers Llobregat 

and Besòs, and bounded to the west by the Serra de Collserola mountain range, the tallest peak of which is 

512 metres (1,680 feet) high. Is one of the world's leading tourist, economic, trade fair and cultural centres, 

and its influence in commerce, education, entertainment, sports, media, fashion, science, and the arts all 

contribute to its status as one of the major global cities.[8][9] It is a major cultural and economic centre in 

southwestern Europe, 24th in the world (before Zürich, after Frankfurt)[10] and a financial centre. In 2008 it 

was the fourth most economically powerful city by GDP in the European Union and 35th in the world with 

GDP amounting to €177 billion.[11] In 2012 Barcelona had a GDP of $170 billion; and it was leading Spain in 

employment rate in that moment.[12]

Barcelona-Map.jpg
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7 Currency There’s a great variety of accommodation in Spain, ranging from humble family-run pensions to five-star luxury 

hotels, often in dramatic historic buildings. The mainstay of the coastal resort is the typical beachfront holiday 

hotel, though renting an apartment or a villa gives you more freedom, while farm stays, village B&Bs, rural 

guesthouses and mountain inns are all increasingly popular possibilities. Compared with other European countries, 

accommodation in Spain is still pretty good value. In almost any town, you’ll be able to get a no-frills double room in 

a pensión or small hotel for around €50, sometimes even less, especially out in the sticks. As a rule, you can expect 

to pay from €100 for something with a bit of boutique styling, and from €150–200 for five-star hotels, historic 

paradores and luxury beachfront resorts. However, the trend is bucked by Madrid and Barcelona, in particular, and 

some fashionable coastal and resort areas, where rooms are often appreciably more expensive in all categories.

https://www.booking.com/accommodation/city/es/barcelona.en-gb.html

8 Accomodation info European Union citizens can enter and travel within Spain with their identity card on hand, while those from 

outside the EU must carry a passport. For many countries outside EU is required also to have a Schengen visa that 

for the whole period of stay. Please consult the Spanish Consulates in your country of stay if you need any visa 

9 Administrative steps 

required before arriving in 

the country

For EU citizens - non additional steps are required. 

For non EU citizens - please consult your own local authorities/ consulates if any additional actions are to be done 

after your return.

10 Administrative steps 

required after leaving your 

country

Spain's constitution actually requires that the state provides medical care for all basic and preventative care. For 

European travelers, the European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) will enable you to access the necessary SNS 

healthcare in Spain at a reduced cost, or sometimes for free if you're on a temporary stay.

11 Accident and health 

insurance (or comprehensive 

travel insurance) required 

before arrival

The Spanish road system is mainly centralised, with six highways connecting Madrid to the Basque Country, 

Catalonia, Valencia, West Andalusia, Extremadura and Galicia. Additionally, there are highways along the Atlantic 

(Ferrol to Vigo), Cantabrian (Oviedo to San Sebastián) and Mediterranean (Girona to Cádiz) coasts. Spain aims to put 

one million electric cars on the road by 2014 as part of the government's plan to save energy and boost energy 

efficiency. The former Minister of Industry Miguel Sebastián said that "the electric vehicle is the future and the 

engine of an industrial revolution."

Spain has the most extensive high-speed rail network in Europe, and the second-most extensive in the world after 

China. As of 2019, Spain has a total of over 3,400 km (2,112.66 mi) of high-speed tracks linking Málaga, Seville, 

Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia and Valladolid, with the trains operated at commercial speeds up to 310 km/h (190 

mph). On average, the Spanish high-speed train is the fastest one in the world, followed by the Japanese bullet train 

and the French TGV. Regarding punctuality, it is second in the world (98.5% on-time arrival) after the Japanese 

Shinkansen (99%). Should the aims of the ambitious AVE programme (Spanish high speed trains) be met, by 2020 

Spain will have 7,000 km (4,300 mi) of high-speed trains linking almost all provincial cities to Madrid in less than 

three hours and Barcelona within four hours.

There are 47 public airports in Spain. The busiest one is the airport of Madrid (Barajas), with 50 million passengers 

in 2011, being the world's 15th busiest airport, as well as the European Union's fourth busiest. The airport of 

Barcelona (El Prat) is also important, with 35 million passengers in 2011, being the world's 31st-busiest airport. 

Other main airports are located in Majorca (23 million passengers), Málaga (13 million passengers), Las Palmas 

(Gran Canaria) (11 million passengers), Alicante (10 million passengers) and smaller, with the number of passengers 

between 4 and 10 million, for example Tenerife (two airports), Valencia, Seville, Bilbao, Ibiza, Lanzarote, 

Fuerteventura. Also, more than 30 airports with the number of passengers below 4 million.

Airports

Barcelona Airport tower

Airports in Catalonia are owned and operated by Aena (a Spanish Government entity) except two airports in 

Lleida which are operated by Aeroports de Catalunya (an entity belonging to the Government of Catalonia).

Barcelona El Prat Airport (Aena)

Girona-Costa Brava Airport (Aena)

Reus Airport (Aena)

Lleida-Alguaire Airport (Aeroports de Catalunya)

Sabadell Airport (Aena)

La Seu d'Urgell Airport (Aeroports de Catalunya)

Ports

Since the Middle Ages, Catalonia has been well integrated into international maritime networks. The port of 

Barcelona (owned and operated by Puertos del Estado, a Spanish Government entity is an industrial, commercial 

and tourist port of worldwide importance. With 1,950,000 TEUs in 2015, it is the first container port in Catalonia, 

the third in Spain after Valencia and Algeciras in Andalucia, the 9th in the Mediterranean Sea, the 14th in Europe 

and the 68th in the world. It is sixth largest cruise port in the world, the first in Europe and the Mediterranean 

with 2,364,292 passengers in 2014. The ports of Tarragona (owned and operated by Puertos del Estado) in the 

southwest and Palamós near Girona at northeast are much more modest. The port of Palamós and the other 

ports in Catalonia are operated and administered by Ports de la Generalitat, a Catalan Government entity.

The development of these infrastructures, resulting from the topography and history of the Catalan territory, 

responds strongly to the administrative and political organization of this autonomous community.

Roads

Autovia C-16 (Eix del Llobregat)

There are 12,000 kilometres (7,500 mi) of roads throughout Catalonia.
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City

https://www.booking.com/accommodation/city/es/barcelona.en-gb.html

Josep Tarradellas Barcelona–El Prat Airport (IATA: BCN, ICAO: LEBL) , previously named Barcelona-El Prat and 

also known as El Prat Airport, is an international airport located 12 km (7.5 mi) southwest of the centre of 

Barcelona, lying in the municipalities of El Prat de Llobregat, Viladecans, and Sant Boi, in Catalonia, Spain, 

Europe. It has been named after a former President of the Generalitat of Catalonia, Josep Tarradellas, since 

27 February 2019.

It is the second largest and busiest airport in Spain, and the sixth busiest in Europe. In 2019, Barcelona 

Airport handled a record 52,686,314 million passengers, up 5.0% from 2018. It is a hub for Level and Vueling, 

and a focus city for Air Europa, Iberia, EasyJet, Norwegian and Ryanair.

The Barcelona–Madrid air shuttle service, known as "Pont Aeri" (in Catalan) or "Puente Aéreo" (in Spanish), 

literally "Air Bridge", was the world's busiest route until 2008, with the highest number of flight operations 

(971 per week) in 2007.The schedule has been reduced since February 2008, when a Madrid–Barcelona high-

speed rail line was opened, covering the distance in 2 hours 30 minutes, and quickly became popular.

Train

Terminal 2 has its own Rodalies Barcelona commuter train station on the line R2, which runs from the 

Maçanet-Massanes station every 30 minutes, with major stops at Barcelona Sants railway station and the 

fairly central Passeig de Gràcia railway station to provide transfer to the Barcelona Metro system, also in Clot 

station. Passengers for T1 must take a connecting bus from Terminal 2B to Terminal 1. As part of the major 

expansion above, a new shuttle train is going to be built from Terminal 1 to Barcelona Sants (connected with 

the high speed train, the AVE) and Passeig de Gràcia Stations is expected by the end of 2020.
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12 Transport (general info, 

nearest airport to your city)

Tourism information: Spain was the second most visited country in the world, recording 82 million tourists which 

marked the fifth consecutive year of record-beating numbers. The headquarters of the World Tourism Organization 

are located in Madrid.

Spain's geographic location, popular coastlines, diverse landscapes, historical legacy, vibrant culture, and excellent 

infrastructure has made the country's international tourist industry among the largest in the world. In the last five 

decades, international tourism in Spain has grown to become the second largest in the world in terms of spending, 

worth approximately 40 billion Euros or about 5% of GDP in 2006.

Castile and Leon is the Spanish leader in rural tourism linked to its environmental and architectural heritage.
13 Useful addresses (post 

offices, tourist info point, 

language training centers 

etc.)

14 Useful telephone numbers 

(touristic information, etc.)

Health: According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, total health spending 

accounted for 9.4% of GDP in Spain in 2011, slightly above the OECD average of 9.3%. The Spanish health care 

system is ranked as the 7th best healthcare in the world, as indicated in the year 2000 in a report by the World 

Health Organization. Spain's healthcare system ranks 19th in Europe according to the 2018 Euro health consumer 

index. Spain is ranked 1st in the world in organ transplants. The public sector is the main source of health funding. 

In Spain, 73% of health spending was funded by public sources in 2011, very close to the average of 72% in OECD 

countries. Since 2010, real term spending on healthcare has declined in Spain.   

15 Emergencies (police, 

hospitals, card stops etc.)

The main providers are:

Movistar - Former state telecom monopoly.

Orange

Vodafone

MÁSMÓVIL

Euskaltel

Movistar, Vodafone and Orange are the main providers offering TV packages with their broadband.

The use of mobile networks for Internet access is important due to the high penetration of smart and mobile 

phones in Spain. The use of USB devices for computers to connect to mobile networks is also common and some 

fixed broadband providers offer them for free or at low cost for use on holidays.

People usually use flat rates for Internet with limits depending on the price, once that limit is reached, the speed 

falls from ~7 Mbit/s to ~128 kbit/s (depending on the provider) or the client pays for the extra amount of data 

downloaded.
16 Use of mobile phones The most common speed in Spain is 100 Mbit/s as it is the default offer from Movistar, the main broadband supplier 

in the country. Clients of other DSL companies usually have higher speeds sold as "Máxima velocidad" (maximum 

speed) or "Hasta 200 megas" (up to 200 Mbit/s); in those offers the speed of the connection depends on the quality 

of the line (length of the wire, attenuation, noise) as those speeds are just at the limit of 

17 Use of internet (internet 

access)

Please note that minimum for a week stay in Spain you wil require around 1000€.

18 Financial Provisions

19 Books, booklets, leaflets etc. 

in English (as files) that you 

think are worth a read

January 1 (New Year)

January 6 (Epiphany of the Lord)

April 10 (Good Friday)

May 1 (Labor Party)

August 15 (Assumption of the Virgin)

October 12 (National Holiday of Spain)

December 8 (Immaculate Conception)

December 25 (Nativity of the Lord)
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City

Post offices in Pistoia: 

1) In the city center:  Via Roma, 5, 51100 Pistoia PT 

2) Near Railway Station: Via Monfalcone, 26, 51100 Pistoia PT

3) Via Buonafonte, 16, 51100 Pistoia PT and others

Pistoia Official Tourism website: https://www.visittuscany.com/en/destinations/pistoia/

Tourist Website: http://www.pistoia.turismo.toscana.it/

Info Point Pistoia (Ufficio Turistico): Piazza Duomo n.4, 51100 - Pistoia. 

Email: turismo.pistoia@comune.pistoia.it

Phone of Info Point Pistoia: +39 0573 21622

Police in Barcelona:

The Mossos d'Esquadra are the police force of Catalonia, largely replacing the Spanish Policía Nacional 

(National Police) and Guardia Civil (Civil Guard).

www.mossos.cat 
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20 Public holidays and festivals https://www.spain.info/en/clima/ Official website:  http://www.catalunya.com

https://www.spain.info/es/que-quieres/ciudades-pueblos/comunidades-autonomas/cataluna.html

21 Useful web pages Time zone: Usually: UTC+1 (CET). In summer: UTC+2 (CEST)

Calling code: +34
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20 Public holidays and festivals

21 Useful web pages

City

Official website: https://www.barcelona.cat/en/

Official tourism website: https://www.barcelonaturisme.com/wv3/es/

Attractions: The Barri Gòtic (Catalan for "Gothic Quarter") is the centre of the old city of Barcelona. Many of 

the buildings date from medieval times, some from as far back as the Roman settlement of Barcelona. 

Catalan modernista architecture (related to the movement known as Art Nouveau in the rest of Europe) 

developed between 1885 and 1950 and left an important legacy in Barcelona. Several of these buildings are 

World Heritage Sites. Especially remarkable is the work of architect Antoni Gaudí, which can be seen 

throughout the city. His best-known work is the immense but still unfinished church of the Sagrada Família, 

which has been under construction since 1882 and is still financed by private donations. As of 2015, 

completion is planned for 2026.

Barcelona was also home to Mies van der Rohe's Barcelona Pavilion. Designed in 1929 for the International 

Exposition for Germany, it was an iconic building that came to symbolise modern architecture as the 

embodiment of van der Rohe's aphorisms "less is more" and "God is in the details." The Barcelona pavilion 

was intended as a temporary structure and was torn down in 1930 less than a year after it was constructed. 

A modern re-creation by Spanish architects now stands in Barcelona, however, constructed in 1986.

Barcelona won the 1999 RIBA Royal Gold Medal for its architecture, the first (and as of 2015, only) time that 

the winner has been a city rather than an individual architect.

https://www.barcelona-tourist-guide.com/
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